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Highways represent Cambria’s link to the outside wo rld, without the 
improvements prior investment and initiatives will have been 
squandered

Need increased federal and state funding for new hig hway capacity and 
alignment construction improvements.

No interstate access

Isolated by mountainous terrain

Declining population

Several Act 47 Communities

- City of Johnstown

- Franklin Borough

Loss of local economic base

- Coal, steel and apparel

Highway concerns consistently top the list in the A nnual Business 
Climate Survey

Issues, Problems & Concerns
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U.S. Route 219 North

PA Route 56 West

PA Route 56 East

Specific problem areas include 
the lack of four-lane access to 
Northern Cambria County, and a 
winding two-lane road to the 
East (Bedford/Turnpike), as well 
as a narrow and congested 
roadway to the West (Pittsburgh)

Transportation Problem Areas
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Revised development as a modern two-lane      
facility with improved passing areas, turning 
lanes and intersections:

- Will provide improved access to Patton 
and Hastings areas

- Will improve access to the Hastings 
Industrial Park

- Will improve access to Rock Run ATV Park 
and Prince Gallitzin State Park

- Will provide direct access to major 
recreation, employment and health care 
facilities located in central and southern 
Cambria County. 

U.S. 219 Corridor North
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Important gateway to the city of 
Johnstown

TSM (Transportation Systems 
Management) safety improvements 
are needed through congested West 
End neighborhoods

Links Johnstown to Pittsburgh 
region via US Route 22

Engineering and design work 
completed for corridor/intersection 
TSM safety improvements

Construction funding programmed 
on current adopted 2009
Transportation Improvement 
Program

Construction underway for 
replacement of PA Route 403 
Coopersdale Bridge

PA 56 Corridor West End Improvements
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PA 56  from Windber Borough 
(Somerset County) to Cessna 
(Bedford County) connects Cambria 
County to Eastern 
Pennsylvania/Maryland

Route 56 to I-99/PA Turnpike is a 
major truck route

Critical economic corridor for Greater 
Johnstown region

New Alignment, safety & congestion 
Improvements are needed

PA 56 East with four-lane 
improvements can result in 
employment growth rate by 9% to 
23% in the region (Route 56 Planning 
Study Update-April 2004)

PA 56 Corridor East Improvements
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County needs to be connected with rest of our regio n

Need convenient, four-lane, high speed highways con necting Cambria 
County with Pittsburgh to the west; Altoona, Inters tate 99 and 
Interstate 80 to the north and east; and Interstate 70/76 and Interstate 
68 (Maryland) to the south to promote economic growth  and stability

Need to eliminate truck congestion in the City’s We st End

Need a safe route east and west of Johnstown via PA  Route 56.

Transportation Needs
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PA Route 56 West and East Corridor identified as th e Region’s #1 
economic development priority highway

Complete PA Route 56 West Transportation System Man agement 
(TSM) alternative improvements through Johnstown

Continue to evaluate highway needs for more permane nt 
improvements to PA Route 56 West through Johnstown

Continue to support the efforts to improve PA Route  56 East and to 
eliminate Peggy Westover Curve 

Continue to support funding efforts to improve PA R oute 711 to PA 
Route 403 (Indiana County)

Cooperate with Somerset and Bedford Counties to ear mark 
construction funding for PA Route 56 East improveme nts

Secure federal and state funding for construction o f US Route 219 
North alternative TSM improvements

Transportation Solutions
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This action plan is intended to solidify the County ’s efforts in promoting the 
continued development of the National Highway Syste m (NHS) corridors outlined 
in this report. Paramount to this effort, is a stra tegy to program the identified NHS 
corridors, being U.S. Route 219 (Continental 1), an d PA Route 56, and in particular 
U.S. Route 219 North and PA Route 56 West on the fe deral and state 
transportation programs so that engineering, design  and construction work can 
be completed. 

The ultimate goal of this strategy is to construct the US Route 219 North and PA 
Route 56 West and East corridors as modern, high sp eed highways providing 
direct access to the Region’s interstate highway sy stem. 

This strategy presented on the following pages will include a brief 
description/location of the transportation improvem ents, project status, action 
steps and estimated time frame needed to bring the construction projects to 
fruition.

Although out of Cambria County, this action plan st rategy recognizes the 
economic importance of completing U.S. Route 219 So uth in Somerset County, 
and PA Route 56 East in Somerset and Bedford Counti es as modern, safe and 
efficient high speed highways. 

Cambria County Action Plan Strategy
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U.S. ROUTE 219 NORTH TSM IMPROVEMENTS

DESCRIPTION/LOCATION:

Re-construct intersections, roadway alignments, bri dge widening, turning 
lanes, curves and sight distance improvements from south of Carrolltown
Borough (US 219) and north along SR 4013 and PA Rou te 36 to Mahaffey in 
Clearfield County.

PROJECT STATUS:

• Current Active Phase TSM Alternate Transportation stu dy 
completed (preliminary engineering) 
Recommended improvements cost 
estimated at $33.7 million.

Improvements need to be programmed on 
Twelve-Year/TIP program updates.

Cambria County Action Plan Strategy
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ACTION STEPS: 

TIME FRAME

1. Program recommended improvements on Twelve Year P lan 2009-2010

2. Complete engineering and final design work 2011-2 012

3. Complete Construction $33,734,730 2013-2014

4. Evaluate effectiveness of TSM improvements and se ek Ongoing
federal and state funding as needed for more perman ent 
improvements to US 219 North

Cambria County Action Plan Strategy
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PA ROUTE 56 WEST END IMPROVEMENTS

DESCRIPTION/LOCATION:

Construct highway improvements along existing PA 56  and other roadways on 
the west side of the City of Johnstown.

PROJECT STATUS:

• Current Active Phase Replacement of PA Route 403 Coo persdale
Bridge underway ($10.3 million)

TSM improvements (5 intersections) let for 
construction in 2009-2010 ($3.2 million)

• Total Funds Secured $13,500,000 (2009 Twelve Year Pr ogram)

Cambria County Action Plan Strategy
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ACTION STEPS:

TIME FRAME

1. Complete replacement of PA Route 403 Coopersdale 2 009-2010
Bridge ($10,300,000)

2. Complete TSM Improvements at 5 intersections alon g 2009-2010
Roosevelt Boulevard/Broad Street/Fairfield Avenue/S trayer
Street ($3,200,000)

3. Complete TSM improvements along Strayer Street/Dec ker 2010-2011
Avenue/Corinne Avenue intersection and Strayer Stree t/                                     
Harold Avenue “S” curves ($2-5 million)

Note: Only preliminary engineering for Strayer Street improvements                        
were programmed on the Twelve-Year Plan

4. Support funding and completion of TSM improvement s 2011-2012
along PA Route 711 and PA Route 403 ($5-10 million)

Note:  Improvements along the PA Routes 711 and 403 intended to 
encourage truck traffic to utilize PA Route 403 and the new                                            
Coopersdale Bridge as the main access to the City of Johnstown.

Cambria County Action Plan Strategy
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TIME FRAME

5. Evaluate effectiveness of TSM improvements and se ek Ongoing
federal and state funding, as needed for more perma nent
improvements on PA Routes 56/403

SOURCE:  Project costs and status reports provided by PennDOT, District 9-0 
Hollidaysburg, PA

Cambria County Action Plan Strategy
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